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Research
Themes: Lived
Identities and
Agenc(ies)

• The Irreducibility of Embodiment: Situating
Scientist and Subject (2018)
• Gender and the Senses of Agency (2019)
• Distal Engagement: Intentions in Perception
(2020, with Miguel Segundo-Ortin)
• Being Perceived and Being ‘Seen’:
Interpersonal Affordances, Agency, and
Selfhood (2020)
• More incoming…

Motivations

Feminist Theory?
• My approach/background: Feminist Philosophy of Science(s) and Epistemology
• What it is – anti-patriarchy
• What it is not – identity policing
• Situatedness
Particularities of social/cultural positions, visible and lived identities, knowledges
• Standpoints
Cultivation of a (privileged) perspective on one’s situation and the manifestations
of those experiences and related systems of oppression

What do Feminist
Philosophies of Science do?
• Examine the impact of gender, gender roles, gender-associated traits
or values on scientific practices, framing of questions, & phenomena of
interest
• Examine how assumptions about gender and gender tropes make their
way into scientific theories/paradigms
• Examine how/where gender is obscured or ignored where it ought to
be included
• Examine the gendered value systems (masculine/feminine) of scientific
practices and methodologies
• Examine climate for women and gender diverse folks in the sciences
• Demonstrate the importance of having representative standpoints in
scientific research
• Propose alternative theories and methods of study

“Scientists in every discipline live and
work with assumptions that feel like
constants (‘that's what good science is’)
but that are in fact variable, and, given the
right kind of jolt, subject to change. Such
parochialities, like any other communal
practice, can be perceived only through
the lens of difference, by stepping outside
the community.”
(Keller 1985)

“…there need be little surprise that we are
largely unaware of the implications of our
social situation. The fact that we have no clear
consciousness of the effects of our social life on
the way we function cognitively cannot be
taken as evidence against the hypothesis [that
conceptual thought is sociocultural shaped, not
transcendental].”
(Stewart 2014)

Situated
Cognition:
“Accidental
Feminism”
(Pitts-Taylor 2014)

Diverse Perspectives & Standpoints
• Having diverse perspectives in scientific communities is one way
to encourage attention to the phenomena of interest to many
types of people
• More specifically though, we also need researchers with
standpoints
• researchers knowledgeable about particular struggles and
about the manifestations of oppressions specific to
particular lived identities, as well as the values and interests
of those groups (Harding 2009)
• Increase familiarity and engagement with existent literature on
lived identities and experience

Enactive
Epistemology

“…in my earlier argument on
[extended cognition and relational
autonomy] (Cash, 2010) I talked
rather universally about “our”
practices and “our” institutions,
naively assuming that there were no
significant differences within the
groups of people inhabiting and
constructing such socially distributed
cognitive practices and institutions.”
(Cash 2013)

Wrapping up:
• Doing good enactive cognitive science or philosophy of cognitive science asks of us:
• That we engage deeply with work that gets us away from generalizations about cognitive
processes from dominant perspectives
• That we build representative, inclusive research communities
• That we recognize that researchers with standpoints or expertise in marginalized identities
are crucial for our research communities
• That we engage with existent literature on lived identities
• Thank you!
• Special thanks to: Naomi Beecroft, Mason Cash, Mads Dengso, Hanne de Jaegher, Alan Jurgens,
Michelle Maiese, Marek McGann, Patrick McGivern & the McGivern Lab, Russell Meyer, Miguel
Segundo Ortin, Karen Pearlman, and Matt Sims.
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